
An urgent appeal for water supply to school and other children to face draught! 

This is the sixth year we are running short of water. We are in this village of Vellakulam South India 
for more than 23 years serving the poor through a  home for the destitute children and a school. 

When we came in, we had ground water at 40 feet.  But two years back most of the bore wells went 
dry and we had to sink 7 bore wells in search of water and found a little in one of it and all the others 
were just dry. 

In this place we have to manage the living of 
nearly 100 people on a daily basis which 
includes 61 children.  We have cows and a 
land.  We had to stop cultivation six year ago 
first and just grow only grass for the cows.  As 
a result we were forced to buy rice from the 
market.  A severe blow to our self sufficiency 
attempt. Global warming affects even little 
children in remote corners of the world! 

The main source of our water is a well in our 
land.  It has gone dry. At the moment we 
pump from a nearby bore well and try to fill 
the well and then get it for various other 
purpose. As it goes it can only manage a 
month or a little more.  Unless we get some 
very good rains in the near future.   

Tamilnadu depends heavily on North east monsoon which is from September to December.  This year 
there is a shortage of 70% rail fall. We are only in January and we have six more months to go to look 
for some more rains during south west monsoon.  

We are already struggling for water.  We also have a school with 400 children. Drinking water, 
Washing clothes, Water for toilets,  water for bathing are slowly being rationed! Cattles get only 
drinking water and they cannot get cleaned! We will soon request the children to get back their Tiffin 
boxes home for cleaning! Such is the present situation. 

The only source of bore well that we have in our home needs to quench the thirst of many and it is 
slowly going down and dry. Therefore, we make this Urgent Appeal! 

We have to now bring water from some distance where it is available. For this we need a vehicle and 
a 3000 liter tank fixed on it. We need nearly 6000 liters of water per day just for humans and cattle.  
We have to get this water from sources that have water.  We will have to pay nearly 300 rupees per 
tank which is roughly 5 Euros.  The conveyance cost is additional which will amount to another 5 
Euros per trip.  So, with 20 Euros we can get 6000 liters of water per day. 

An Ashok Leyland Vehicle called DOST STRONG costs 600,000 INR which is more or less 8,600 Euros.  
The tank would cost another 200,000 INR which is nearly 2,900 Euros.  In total we will require 11,500 
Euro to get starting this vital, important and life saving project. 

Thank you very much! 

 

Fr. Leonard Fernando, 
Director, 
Mahalir Vidiyal Trust, 
Vellakulam 




